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"You need me, my friend; I am indeed indispensable 
to you. Perhaps I am a bit the better for ~ -
perhaps; but it is as certain as Zeus on,his gold~n tt 

throne, that without ~ you could not th~nk to eXlst. 

The gods fall silent. Night has begun its secret 
march into the recesses of parnassus. Dark purples and 
browns have crept into the valleys and glens, and the 
sun still shining on the peaks of Parnassus, has lost 
its' warmth. The bee has returned to its hive and the 
insects have fallen silent. The birds have found their 
roost and sing no more. All is still and silent. And 
the gods? Well, even the gods must rest and restore 
themselves with nectar and ambrosia at their evening 
meal, and find their repose on golden couches. 

The two friends arise, their eternal debate ended 
for the day, to be resumed tomorrow perhaps, and 
perhaps an eternity of tomorrows. They stroll down the 
well-worn trail, arm in arm, toward Olympus, their 
home, moving into the dusk, eternal friends and 
immortal enemies. And as we watch, a wondrous thing 
seems to happen. The two figures, seen distinctly in 
spite of the gathering gloom, seem suddenly to blur, as 
though seen through a scrim, and they seem to merge 
into but one figure. We watch intently and for a 
moment th7 darkness gives way around the single figure. 
And, 10, ~t was Man. 

THEY BROKE THE MOLD 

November 20. 1995 Luther Tucker 

Women with the gumption to break the mold of 
behavior which is socially acceptable in their day and 
age have always appealed to me. I remember my surprise 
when I was seven or eight, for the first time seeing my 
mother, who was strictly conventional, light a 
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No lady properly brought up, as she certainly was, 
by a strict ictorian mother would act that way. "She 
knew better,· as the saying goes. No wonder that 
F.B.I. Director J. Edgar Hoover was publicly quoted as 
saying that he suspected she was "communist inclined." 
She broke the old - the first one of the kind that I 
vividly remember. 

Susan B. Anthony was another, a couple of 
generations before Eleanor Roosevelt. A proper Quaker 
lady, she was a quiet school teacher in her home town 
of Rochester, New York, from the ages of 17 to 32. 
Then she broke the mold in 1832, jumped into the anti
slavery movement and became a nationwide social 
activist. Adding freedom of women to her agenda of 
freedom of Slaves, she soon became recognized as one of 
the ablest advocates of the complete legal equality of 
the two sexes, and presided over the National Women's 
Suffrage Assn. for almost 30 years. 

In defiance of the law, in 1872 she affirmed her 
rights under the 14th amendment to the Constitution and 
cast a vote in the Presidential election. She was 
arrested, fined $100 (about $5000 in today's dollar 
value) but refused to pay her fine. That certainly was 
breaking the old of accepted behavior. 

Such wo en of guaption came from all 
were dubbed -brazen classes, and 

. e s." A contemporary of Susan 
terate Negro slave girl in B. Anthony was an i 

Maryland who be e e f ·rst woman to serve in the 
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u.s. Army. As a teenager she was a dynamo of a field 
worker, and tried to defend a fellow worker who was 
being beaten. The foreman struck her down with a two
pound iron weight to the head, which gave her a bad 
concussion. 

Harriet Tubman emerged from that experience with a 
towering rage which empowered her first to make her 
escape to the North. There she organized and operated 
a fugitive slave service for two decades before the 
civil War. Not one of the slaves who followed her ever 
fell into the hands of the law. Her extraordinary 
achievement kindled the hope of freedom throughout 
slave territory. When war broke out she enlisted as a 
scout in the union Army. 

More than a century before Harriet Tubman, the 
first woman in the New World to break the mold of 
acceptable feminine behavior was little known Anne 
Marbury Hutchinson. Her story is worth telling at some 
length for three good reasons: 

1. First, her forty years in England gives you a 
glimpse of the turmoil in that land between 
the death of Queen Elizabeth and the 
revolution under Oliver Cromwell. 

2. Secondly, her three years at the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony before she was 
banished, opened my eyes to the religious 
tyranny exercised by the Puritans. 

3. Finally, Anne Hutchinson is my maternal 
ancestor. My mother was proud of her; I 
never quite knew why, until the hour struck 
to come up with a paper. Now I am proud of 
her too. 

Queen Elizabeth's forty year reign had brought 
England to its first greatest glory. An era of 
stability and prosperity domestically culminated i n the 
defeat of the world-wide Spanish Empire and the 
emergence of Britain as mistress of the seas and 
dominant power in Europe. 
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Tbatera esiastical and political stability 
ended itb of the Queen in 1603, just after 
Anne Marbury rn, and the accession to the throne 
of a partisan espot, King James I, and after his 
death, of his oess despotic, although less 
competent, so heir King Charles I. The turmoil of 
these decades culminated in the revolution under Oliver 
Cromwell. King James was determined to do everything 
in his po er to crush non-conformity, which had spread 
particularly through women's groups, and to put women 
back in their proper place. 

When Anne was an infant, her father Francis 
Marbury was the victim of his royal power and was 
stripped of his living as parish vicar and popular 
schoolmaster for a dozen years in the Boys Academy of 
the little arket town of Alford. He remained in the 
town and devoted himself to farming to support his 
growing family. Some years later his license was 
restored , and he was appointed Rector of the 
prestigious London Church of st. Martin's, in the 
shadow of st. Paul's Cathedral. It took 10 days for 
the Marbury family of 10 children to make the 141 mile 
trip fro sleepy Alford to the turbulent new world of 
London when Anne was 14 years old. 

The major religious battle lines were between 
Catholics and Reformation forces. But almost as strong 
were divisions ithin Reformation forces. . 

Francis Harbury stood clearly on one side of the 
battle line within eto tion forces. One side, 
cal~ed the ·Covenant of Grace," or Separatists, 
aff1rmed that the road to salvation was individual 
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response in faith and individual interpretations of 
scripture. The other side, the Independents, strongly 
affirmed the authority of the Church to define correct 
belief and was dubbed by the Separatists as the 
"Covenant of Works." 

Marbury was also responsive to the lay movement of 
religious renewal called the "Familists," which was on 
the Covenant of Grace side of the divide. Participants 
met weekly in a fresh approach to group Bible study and 
discussion, without clergy leadership, and explored a 
variety of individual interpretation of Scripture. For 
example, official church teaching for centuries had 
affirmed that the guilt of Eve's original sin in the 
Garden of Eden was transmitted to subsequent 
generations only through women, not through men. What 
better authority could there be for male supremacy? 

Back in Alford the Marburys had been neighbors and 
good friends of the Hutchinsons. Young William 
Hutchinson, four years Anne Marbury's senior, used to 
come to London periodically on his father's wool and 
wine business. Not surprisingly he usually stayed with 
the Marburys. Both families were overjoyed when Anne 
at 21 and William decided to be married and return to 
Alford in Lincolnshire to live. Anne's father had died 
the year before. 

As luck or Providence would have it, William's old 
university friend, John Cotton, was appointed Rector of 
st. Botolph's church in Boston, the Lincolnshire port, 
south of Alford, the month after the Hutchinsons were 
married and settled back in Alford. 

Cotton's preaching and teaching of the Covenant of 
Grace zoomed the attendance at services, twice a week, 
at st. Botolph's and also the participation in Bible 
study. It was only natural that Anne go with her 
husband to attend st. Botolph's when William went to 
the port city of Boston on his father's business. She 
got spiritually recharged while he did good business, a 
healthy combination. 

cotton, a vigorous separatist but more circumspect 
than Anne's father had been, was an electrifying 
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Ever s ' s premarital days in London, her 
occupation as a skilled nurse and midwife. 
She found be a godsend when she returned after 
marriage to e e of her youth in rural Alford. She 
was soon Ln constant demand for her services with an 
ever-growing devoted following of women. Suddenly, 
for over a year, she was completely out of commission 
and cut herself off from all outside contact. It seems 
to me to have all the hallmarks of a severe clinical 
depression, but I have found no recorded explanation. 
In any case, she emerged, healthy and strong. 

John Cotton had happily survived removal because 
he was under the protection of the Bishop of Lincoln, 
England's largest diocese, who was a moderate reformer 
named John Williams. When King Charles I came to the 
throne in 1625, Bishop Williams was already being 
harassed, and a series of charges now pressed against 
him in the Star Chamber resulted in his removal as 
Bishop and replacement by a strong Anglo-Catholic 
appointed to purify the Church of any trace of 
Puritanism on the right or Puritanism on the left 
those c~lled Separatists. Consequently, Cotton's' 
tenure In Boston thus became precarious. 

This turmoil in the old world fueled the vision of 
establishing Paradise in the New World. As repression 
by bo~ crown , and Church increased, so did the pressure 
to emIgrate, If yo could afford it. To those with 
strong religious convictions, it seemed to be a call 
fro ~ ighty ~ to , do~. The Marburys felt the 
pressure ! ~s d1d thelr spIritual leader, John Cotton. 
Both f 111es took the p unge and signed on with the 
co pany of 1000 peopl e er Gov. John Winthrop, Which 
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was scheduled to leave England in the spri ng o f 1633 on 
the good ship Griffin. 

Inspired by their vision, not one sou l on board 
could possibly envision the eight to 10 weeks of 
purgatory they would endure enroute. 

The Griffin was a tried and true 300-ton thre~
masted square rigged ship with half ~ dozen Atlant~c 
crossings to its credit. It was ~es~gned for cargo~ 
not for passengers. Jackie Onass~s' huge yacht , wh~ch 
was designed for about a dozen passengers, was roughly 
equivalent in size. 

Aboard the Griffin were jammed in not only 100 
passengers but a herd of 100 cattle which had been 
ordered by Gov. Winthrop. Try to picture a hundred 
people ranging from newborn infants to grandparents 
abandoning everything they knew and loved, every 
comfort of even the shabbiest home. Whatever glimpse I 
can give you of the rigors of living conditions, too 
congested and smelly and miserable to describe, will 
stretch the limits of your imagination. 

On the deck below the open working and navigating 
deck, with no cabins, no plumbing, not an inch of 
privacy, little ventilation, each family group staked 
out its own space, as far as possible from the cattle. 
Their food and personal belongings they needed for 
about two months aboard made partitions between them. 
One thing sure: it was impossible to ignore other 
people. The conditions were a natural incubator for 
factions which incidentally provided outlets for 
people's frustrations and anxiety. 

Eight days before sailing, Anne had met the Rev. 
Zechariah Symmes, a self-important Oxford graduate 
eight years her junior, who apparently felt that God 
had ca~led him to take charge of the spiritual l ife of 
the sh~p's company. They both took an instant dislike 
for each other. 

During the first week at sea, Anne's warm 
personality, midwife skills, "born again" energy and 
periodic "revelations" from God soon gathered an 
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On Septeaber 18, 1634 the Griffin docked in Boston 
Harbor in the ew World. Just over three years later, 
in November 1637, Anne Marbury Hutchinson was brought 
to trial for sedition by the General Court and banished 
from the Massachusetts Bay Colony and excommunicated 
for heresy by the Boston Church. 

She had indeed won a game, but was losing the 
series. Nevertheless, she won the crown as the first 
person in our history to fight for freedom of women and 
freedom of religion. The milestone of religious 
freedom 150 years later was embodied in the First 
Amendment to the u.S. constitution. The milestone of 
freedom for wo en came 300 years later with the 
adoption of the 14th amendment which gave women the 
right to vote. That was only 75 years ago. Changing 
firmly established patterns of behavior is a slow 
process. 

Fro the day Anne landed with her family she faced 
the hostility of the old settlers who had been 
struggling over 10 years erely to maintain the 
existence of the infant Massachusetts Bay Colony. The 
last thing they needed as the possibility of a trouble 
maker. 

The Rev. Zechar · 
immediately alerted 
dangerous vo had 

es led a small group who 
ocal authorities that a 

~~~=W, and reported in detail her 
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activities aboard ship, and worst of all~~ ~~enSelY 
10 al band of women followers she had es , 1S . 
Th!y were honestly concerned about the poss ible threat 
to the stability of the infant colony. 

The first order of business to ~e , a f ter getting 
a new house to live in under construct1on , was to 
establish membership in the Boston Church. That was no 
routine matter. William Hutchinson was,accepted ; Anne 
was not. The Church was scared of poss1b1e troubl e 
makers, especially if they were women. 

Anne's unorthodox views made a test case for the 
Church's power of discipline. There was already 
turmoil in the colony because minor rebellious behavior 
of one of the original 1620 settlers might give the 
King grounds to revoke the precious charter which 
granted independence to the Bay Colony. 

A special hearing was called to determine whether 
or not Anne should be admitted to membership. The 
hearing dragged on for hours. Finally the newly 
elected Gov. Dudley pronounced himself satisfied that 
"she held nothing different from us," and the four 
ministers who were conducting the hearing ruled that 
"Mrs. Hutchinson gave full satisfaction in her 
answers." She was admitted to Church membership. Anne 
had won game two. 

Scarcely settled into her new house, Anne resumed 
the weekly gatherings of women for Bible study and 
discussion without benefit of clergy. The nucleus of 
attendance at the beginning was the following she had 
established on shipboard, where they had not been much 
else for women to do. 

, Once again her enthusiastic personality combined 
w1th her nursing and midwife skills had immediately 
endeared her to many others. The attendance zoomed at 
the weekly gatherings as the news spread of the way she 
had outreasoned,her inquisitors at the hearing about 
c~urch ~embersh1p. Not surprisingly critical 
d1scuss1on of the Sunday sermon livened up the Bi ble 
study. 
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It ~ re Anne was on her way to 
banishing the Bay Colony. She had 
been takinq gainst the literal, legalistic 
interpretati Garden of Eden story in the book 
of Genesis strongly supported by the first 
and no fo r of the Colony, and still its 
most infl er, John Winthrop. He firmly 
adhered to . ion of the great majority of 
ministers , that God had given the earth and 
e ternal life to (Adam) on strict conditions. 
Secondly , at an (Eve) had seduced Adam to violate 
the contract be een God and man, so that the contract 
was abrogated. So f ar that is familiar but now try 
this for size. Thirdly, i n New England God was giving 
ma n a second chance to carry out the contract provided 
man never again l ets woman lead him astray. 

with that o fficial Church interpretation of 
orig inal Sin which was generally taken for granted, is 
it a ny wonder t hat gatheri ngs of women in growing 
numbers, who apparently repUdiated that interpretation, 
woul d arouse a f ear of a take-over of society by women, 
thereby shatte ring the second chance God had given man 
to r e-establis h the Garden of Eden in New England? The 
very foundation of the hope that brought them to 
struggle in the wilderness was at stake. The situation 
r eminds e of the panic fear of communist infiltration 
o f our government that Senator Joseph McCarthy 
e xploited here 300 years later . The demand arose for a 
public trial of this woman whose followers were 
fome nting opposition to church authorities and thereby 
undermining the stabil ity of the Colony. 

Two successive public trials of Mrs. Hutchinson 
we re held, the first for sedition before the General 
C~urt, and later for heresy before the Church. The 
f~rst resulted in a decision t o banish her with her 
family into exile. e second decision was 
e xco unication fro e church . 



She lost the series. She evacuated with her 
family to a new settlement on Aquidneck I s l and , in 
Rhode Island. When her husband died there two years 
later she moved to City Island on Long Is l and Sound 
just northeast of the border of New York c i ty , where 
she was killed at the age of 43 in a Pequot I nd i an 
raid. 
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I am convinced that without clearly understood 
bounds of acceptable behavior, no society or section of 
society can avoid disintegration. The loss of such 
bounds today in sexual behavior, and TV and street 
violence, and political language undermines the health 
and stability of both family life and public life. 
Nevertheless breaking the mold can have positive value 
when doing so helps to extend the borders of human 
freedom, be that for the handicapped or women or 
minorities or unemployed or whatever. 

I was amazed with the discovery of my ancestor -
now I know why I am proud of her. But I am not at all 
sure why my mother was. 

BUDGET 

November 27, 1995 

1 - Coping Under Orders ..•....... Clifford G. Grulee Jr. 

2 - Coke Heat ••......••........•..... Herbert C. Flessa 

3 ~.. - c1s~ons ........................ Richard w. Vilter 




